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Interdisciplinary Workshop

Name of Department

Biotechnology, Botany, Chemistry, Computer Science,
Electronics, Mathematics, Microbiology, Physics

Faculty In-charge

Ms. Ursula Barreto

Stratum of Event
(College, State, Regional,
National)

College

Title of Event

Interdisciplinary workshop on “Biosafety and Laboratory
Waste Management”

Date of the Event

10" January, 2022

Venue

Online via GoogleMeet

Resource Person details

Dr. Mira Parmekar, Ms. Vikita Sinari, and Ms. Jocelyn
Fernandes

Objective/ Scope of Event

To sensitize faculty members towards safe management and
disposal of laboratory waste and review existing protocols
for the same

Particulars of Event

The workshop comprised three technical sessions:
Segregation and Safe Disposal of Chemical Waste;
Segregation and Safe Disposal of e-waste; and Biosafety
Ethics for Humans and Animals presented by Dr. Mira
Parmekar, Ms. Vikita Sinari, and Ms. Jocelyn Fernandes,
respectively.

Dr. Mira introduced the concept of chemical waste from
labortatories and their classification. She encouraged the
adoption of the four Rs (refuse, reduce, reuse, and recycle) to
reduce the generation of campus waste and elucidated both
general specific guidelines for segregation and disposal of
liquid and solid chemical waste and glassware. She suggested
the storgae of the waste in appropriately labelled containers
and recommended that the college must tie up with
government approved waste handling facilities to help treat,
manage, and dispose off the waste.

Ms. Vikita Sinari illustrated the current state-wise generation
of e-waste in India and explained the hazardous effects of e-
waste and the need to properly segregate and safely dispose
off this waste. She propagated the concept of reposible reuse
and recycle of e-waste and outlined 4 steps towards its
management: 1) Collection; 2) Safe storage; 3) Sorting ; and
4) Segregation of hazardous waste and disposal. She also




recommended the proper documentation of every equipment /
material to be scrapped. She emphasised the need to create a
team to scrutinise the e-waste and raise general awareness of
the toxic materials constituting e-waste.

Ms. Jocelyn Fernandes explained the concepts of biosafety
and bioethics. She briefly described the 4 levels of biosafety,
the associated risk groups, containment levels, and the
corresponding labortatory safety practices to be followed. She
elucidated guidelines for biosafety in terms of personel
protection, safety procedures, laboratory design, and
equipment handling. She recommended steam sterilization for
decontaminating microbial waste and physical / biological
containment of plant waste, followed by safe disposal of the
same.

Outcome of Event

The presenters very comprehensively and lucidly elucidated
the guidelines for identification, segregation, and disposal of
chemical, biological, and e-wastes.

Feedback

Lucid presentation and very relevant discussion

Total No. of Participants

83
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