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Pre-requisites for 
the Course: 

Nil 

Course Objectives: This course aims to: 
1. familiarise Ph. D. students with the typology of social research; 
2. train them in developing sociological sensitivity and imagination; and  
3. train the students to identify a research issue of their choice and 

formulate a researchable proposal. 

Content: 1. Introduction to Social Research 
2. Types of social research: Basic, applied and action research, 

Historical inquiry, social survey, Case study and Library 
research 

3. Research procedures: Identification and formulation of 
research problems, Survey of literature, Pilot study and 
pre-test and Hypotheses building 

4. Sampling: The sampling frame, probability and non-
probability sampling techniques 

5. Tools and techniques of data collection: Observation, 
Interview, Questionnaire, Content analysis, case study 

6. Processing, analyses, and interpretation of data: Use of 
Statistics in Social Research, graphical presentation of data,  
Field and the field worker: Reflexivity in qualitative 
research 
Interpretation and Analysis of Qualitative Data 

7. Issues in social research: Objectivity and values, Ethical 
issues, Ideologies and social science 
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8 Hours 

Pedagogy: Lectures, discussions and assignments 
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Course Outcomes: After completion of the course, the students will be able to: 
1. distinguish different types of social research; 
2. distinguish a ‘trouble’ from ‘issue’ and ‘biography’ and ‘historicality’; 
3. decide the methodological issues informing their chosen research issue; 

and 
4. launch and complete their doctoral studies. 

 
 


