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Objective/ Scope of Event

To bring the attention of participants to two famous numbers
in mathematics namely pi and e.

Particulars of Event

To motivate the participants, the resource person started by
proving the irrationality of the square root of 2. He then informed
the participants that the first proof of pi being irrational was
given by Lambert in 1761. In his session for the students, he
proved the irrationality of pi using a recursive sequence off
polynomials. He then went on to prove the irrationality of e using
an argument by Fourier in 1815. Later, a general strategy for
proving the irrationality of numbers was demonstrated by Dr.
De. The strategy consisted of showing that if a number ‘a’ admits
a “very good” sequence of rational approximations, then ‘a’ must
be irrational. This strategy was used to establish the irrationality|
of e”a for any positive integer ‘a’. The session concluded with
the application of Hermite’s Lemma in proving the irrationality|
of positive integral powers of e.

Outcome of Event

Many myths about the numbers pi and e were brought to the
notice of students.




Feedback

Participants appreciated the talk.

Total No. of Participants 70
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